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It is no secret that Texans will be feeling the many effects of Hurricane Ike for a long time; however, there is one effect that has the potential to pose greater risk to humans than others.  Due to the rains and flooding from Hurricane Ike, Texans can expect an influx of large numbers of mosquitoes over a long time period.  The first wave of mosquitoes, called floodwater mosquitoes, should dissipate within 2-3 weeks after the flooding event. The second wave of mosquitoes, which are the primary disease vectoring mosquitoes, then move into the standing water for an extended time.   Most experts agree that the most effective form of mosquito control can be done by the homeowner since it might be days before an organized mosquito control effort can be placed into effect by local or state offices. Homeowners can effectively  control mosquitoes by practicing the “4-D’s” of personal protection:
1. DEET – use DEET or another mosquito repellent 

2. DRAIN – Drain any and all standing water around the house to reduce breeding

3. DUST and DAWN – Avoid being outdoors during peak mosquito activity

4. DRESS – Wear long sleeved, loose fitting, light colored shirts and pants 

It is important to remember that mosquito control activities on a large scale (using chemical methods)  can only be utilized by organizations with members who are licensed with the Texas Structural Pest Control Service or the Texas Department of State Health Service. Spraying by unlicensed personnel can result in severe fines  from  Environmental Protection Agency, Structural Pest Control Services, and/or the Texas Department of State Health Services.   If you would like information on the life cycle and control methods of mosquitoes for homeowners, call Texas AgriLife Extension Service at (409)-379-4831. Educational Programs of Texas AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, disability, or national origin.
